Stockport 1st XI vs Dinting

(Away)

With high spirits following their narrow victory over hayfield the previous week, Stockport arrived welcomed by a damp Dinting track. The English summer finally letting itself be known. Predicting the game would be at the mercy of the elements, Gary Green won the toss and decided to give Stu Keene and Bob Barber an opportunity to strike early. Blood set about the bowling from the beginning, batting in his usual brutish style, but eventually when Stu found his rhythm Blood was held down. Keane finished his opening spell taking two successive wickets, whereas his opening partner Scissors struggled for his rhythm. An hour of rain meant that underfoot it was difficult for any bowlers, so tea was taken while the rain cleared and the cup final finished.

Greeny then thought it time for himself to bowl after last weeks inspirational effort, with debutant Beanz at the other end. The two bowled well slowing down the run-rate, when Beanz's struck for his first 1st XI wicket of Blood, (not a bad place to start). Eventually taking 2 wickets in his 6 over spell it was a promising beginning for the young seamer, then replaced by Tweaks, the hero. Greeny plugged away at his end taking 3 wickets, including the caught and bowled of the season.

Adam Roughley was forced to stop keeping after a worrying finger injury, but leapt at the chance to impress with his fielding prowess. Ian O'Sullivan stepped up and dusted off the gloves showing a hidden talent for keeping that had been buried deep in his junior career. When Tweaks left Peers stranded in the middle of the wicket Ian took the opportunity like an old pro.

With the score 107- 7 it seemed Stockport should cruise through to be back in the shed with the score around 150. At this stage the bowing attack's inexperience showed its ugly head and the side seemed uninterested in taking the last wickets. Forgive me A Tomlinson if you read this but the most agricultural batsmen I have ever been forced to watch was allowed to slap his way to 64 with little opposition, a regulation catch dropped by Tom Facer. Christmas must have come early for Tomlinson this year, a significant contribution from J Peers also, 62. The Stockport boys seemed willing to play fetch for the last 15 overs while the score rose to 209-9. The young team 'dropped' themselves in to trouble in the same way as at Hazel Grove, with 6 dropped catches.

The opening pair Barber and Smith struggled from the off, on a now soggy wicket. Runs were few and far between, for the first time this season Barber seemed to be struggling. After being dropped 3 times already Barber met his peculiar end in the 7th over to J Coleman, when a bouncer caught the edge of his bat and looped up in the air, heading straight for second slip's gullet. In frustration Rob kicked his stumps over as 2nd slip palmed the ball over his head, the debate continues whether he was dismissed hit wicket or obstructing the field, for the score of 1. Chris Smith managed to stick around to grind up 34, while Ken Barber closely followed his brother to the shed for 4, with the waste of day tracksuit calling his name. Tommy Facer walked in and out of the ever worsening situation at the crease without troubling the scorers, saving Kenneth, and so calling Porritt in.

Sully and Poz managed to keep up with the run-rate despite Poz's inability to hit the shots that earned him his status. So plugging away with 1's and 2's while Sully stroked away at the other end with a magnificent array of shots, blasting 6 sixes on his way to 105* at over a run-a-ball. The two saw Stockport drag themselves to the last over requiring 10 from the last over, with the master blaster on strike. Soon the task fell on to the shoulders of Poz to score 9 from 4 balls, gunning for glory the charge failed and was stumped on 50, a gritty innings. Condemning Greeny to the crease to score 9 from 3 balls, only 2 more runs were scored off the over. The Stockport innings drew to a close at 202 for the loss of 5 wickets, Ian unbeaten.

Once again boys, what do catches win?
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	J Brotherton
	c. M Green
	S Keene
	11
	
	C Smith
	c. J Brotherton
	J Coleman
	34

	M Blood
	st. A Roughley
	B Williamson
	52
	
	R Barber
	Hit Wicket
	J Coleman
	1

	M Coleman
	Bowled
	S Keene
	0
	
	D Barber
	c. S Elliott
	J Massey
	4

	J Peers
	st. I O’Sullivan
	A Porter
	62
	
	I O’Sullivan
	Not
	Out
	105

	S Elliott
	Bowled
	B Williamson
	2
	
	T Facer
	LBW
	J Coleman
	0

	J Massey
	st. A Roughley
	M Green
	0
	
	S Porritt
	st. A Tomlinson
	J Massey
	50

	G Gerrard
	C & B
	M Green
	0
	
	M Green
	Not
	Out
	1

	J Coleman
	c. B Williamson
	M Green
	0
	
	A Porter
	DNB
	
	

	A Tomlinson
	c. R Barber
	S Keene
	64
	
	B Williamson
	DNB
	
	

	B Thompson
	Not
	Out
	11
	
	A Roughley
	DNB
	
	

	A Logan
	DNB
	
	
	
	S Keene
	DNB
	
	

	
	
	Extras
	7
	
	
	
	Extras
	7

	Wickets
	9
	Total
	209
	
	Wickets
	5
	Total
	202
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	S Keene
	12
	3
	39
	3
	
	J Coleman
	13
	4
	45
	3
	

	R Barber
	7
	0
	39
	0
	
	A Logan
	10
	1
	47
	0
	

	M Green
	12
	1
	51
	3
	
	J Massey
	10
	2
	41
	2
	

	B Williamson
	6
	0
	29
	2
	
	B Thompson
	8
	1
	43
	0
	

	A Porter
	8
	0
	46
	1
	
	G Gerrard
	4
	0
	22
	0
	


