SCC 1st XI vs Hayfield

Despite the wet weather, the game was able to start shortly after the scheduled start, and Stockport elected to bat first on as dry a pitch as would be expected.  Before the game the new “waste of day” tracksuit was paraded, and straight away the batsmen were clamouring to have first use of the coveted garment.  Stockport crashed to 18-3 with Chris Smith (0), Rob Barber (10) and Danny Barber (5) all dismissed early.  Things did not improve as Tom Facer departed for 9, the ball after hooking Hayfield opening bowler for 6 he left his leg stump exposed and duly lost it.  Sean Porritt was out soon after caught and bowled, bringing the two team veterans Ian O’Sullivan and John Brooks to the crease together.  After taking the score from a precarious 41 for 5 to beyond 80, Brooks’ age began to show and he pulled a hamstring requiring a runner in the form of Sean Porritt.  Both O’Sullivan and Brooks left in quick succession, and after the captain was left stranded by his spin-twin Tweaks, Stockport were looking like being shot out for less than 100.  Adam Roughley left soon after to the returning opening bowler Jarvis, and at 99-9 Stuart Keene walked out to join Porter with a McGrath-esq confidence.  This pair set about smashing the bowling in a heroic stand of 19 before Keene was bowled in the 41st over and the innings closed for tea (hurrah!) on 118.  Teas were yet again excellent, and breadsticks especially were very well received.  Hayfield started confidently looking to score the runs as quickly as possible and set off with a very aggressive intent towards the seamers (Bjorn Borg and Rob Barber), who were too busy complaining about being given an old ball to take wickets.  Hayfield had reached 69-0 off just 19 overs when the chief blaster, Dave Aldridge, chipped Porter to midwicket where the ever-safe bucket hands of Porritt were waiting to end his innings on 46.  This proved to be decisive as the supremely confident Hayfield skipper walked to the crease and, despite hitting his first ball for 4, attempted to repeat the trick but could only pick out Chris Smith on the boundary and, in a desperate attempt to avoid the tracksuit, he clung on giving Tweaks his second wicket to repair the damage caused by running out the captain.  Captain Gary Green then took centre stage claiming a leg before wicket of a batsman trying to reach Adswood, then following it up with a clean bowled and a second LBW in successive balls to complete a memorable and vital hattrick, reducing the visitors to 87-5.  Panic was now the outcome and the Hayfield batsmen took the route of batting time and the run rate was dried up wickets were now being very well received on the terraces by the second team, having returned from Hayfield outdoor swimming bath, and also the one-legged but still raucous Brooks.  Tweaks continued to tweak as only he can, and added two wickets before the defining moment of the game.  With less than 20 required in 12 overs and the opener still occupying the crease at a rate which would send Geoff Boycott to sleep, he elected to chance a risky 3rd to the rocket arm of Tom Facer, who stung a throw in over the stumps to run out aforementioned Boycott.  After this Hayfield, who still weren’t worried because “our 10 & 11 both have 1st team 50s”, started worrying, and resorted to attempting to slog for victory.  Porter, irrepressible in recent weeks stood for none of this, and proceeded to clean bowl one of these batsmen to complete his 5-fer, and cause pandemonium on the terraces.  The number 11 attempted to win the game via cow corner, and the entire Stockport crowd were very eager to point out to captain Gary that “that’s his shot” and with men in position he continued in the same area but only managed to pick out Rob Barber off the bowling of the skipper.  Despite the pressure, and the club president WH Roughley being adamant he’d drop it, he hung on to trigger euphoria in the crowd as a shell-shocked Hayfield were all out for 111.  The euphoria in the crowd spilled into the bar where Sal could no longer contain himself and had half a cider.  The final bowling figures in this astonishing game were Porter 5-38, Green 4-20, and the coveted tracksuit was awarded to Chris Smith.
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	C Smith
	c. T Hudson
	T Jarvis
	0
	
	D Aldridge
	c. S Porritt
	A Porter
	46

	R Barber
	c. M Higginbottom
	C Unsworth
	10
	
	S Hudson
	Run
	Out
	35

	D Barber
	Bowled
	T Jarvis
	5
	
	J Burgess
	c. C Smith
	A Porter
	4

	I O’Sullivan
	Bowled
	J Unsworth
	28
	
	M Higginbottom
	LBW
	M Green
	7

	T Facer
	Bowled
	T Jarvis
	9
	
	A Ebberell
	Bowled
	M Green
	0

	S Porritt
	C & B
	M Higginbottom
	7
	
	J Unsworth
	LBW
	M Green
	0

	J Brooks
	c. S Hudson
	J Unsworth
	21
	
	B Higginbottom
	Bowled
	A Porter
	4

	M Green
	Run
	Out
	5
	
	D Higginbottom
	c. A Roughley
	A Porter
	3

	A Porter
	Not
	Out
	14
	
	T Hudson
	Not
	Out
	2

	A Roughley
	c. S Hudson
	T Jarvis
	2
	
	C Unsworth
	Bowled
	A Porter
	1

	S Keene
	Bowled
	T Jarvis
	5
	
	T Jarvis
	c. R Barber
	M Green
	3

	
	
	Extras
	12
	
	
	
	Extras
	6

	Wickets
	10
	Total
	118
	
	Wickets
	10
	Total
	111
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	T Jarvis
	12.3
	4
	27
	5
	
	S Keene
	7
	1
	26
	0
	

	C Unsworth
	7
	2
	15
	1
	
	R Barber
	6
	1
	21
	0
	

	M Higginbottom
	7
	1
	31
	1
	
	A Porter
	13
	2
	38
	5
	

	D Higginbottom
	8
	1
	25
	0
	
	M Green
	12.2
	3
	20
	4
	

	J Unsworth
	6
	2
	11
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


